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My Special Place
~Beach House Swing~
The rough wooden swing cries faintly, creak, creak.
The tall passion fruit trees tower over me, saving me from the bright, boiling sun.
I fidget with my warm fingers,

Memories of wonderful times I have had with my family explode in my mind.
I slowly drift off to sleep.
I wake up to the wonderful smell of dinner but don’t want to leave the ancient
swing.
I watch the sun as it slowly drowns in the dark mountains,
The yellow light from the sky slowly fades away.
By Tasmyn Marcroft,
Room 18

My Special Place
~ Farmyard Memories ~
At my special place, a farm you can see cows nibbling at lush, juicy grass.
Trees tower above me as I walk through gardens filled with beautiful
flowers and plants that smell sweet and fruity.
The sparrows chirp above and dive through the air like a knife through
butter. Chickens chase each other in the orchard in search for food. Young
roosters squeakily cock-a-doodle-doo in the pretty orange trees.
A faint breeze whistles as I walk along the dusty, vacant road.
I feel the warmth of the shining bright sun on my face.
This is my special place.
By Gemma Rm 18
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My Special Place
~

~

One hot and steaming afternoon, I sprinted with my cousins to the ocean that
was nearby.
The clear blue ocean swished and swooshed.
I dived into the freezing cold seawater.
It’s always burning hot in Samoa so it was so refreshing.
I felt like I’d melted away.
The sand tingled in between my toes.
We have things on the beach called ‘beach fales’.
Beach fales are like a tiny house without walls.
When I had finished swimming I ran, following the smell of my grandpa’s
delicious cooking.
I took a gigantic bite of the taro and fish my grandpa had made for me.
The ocean is really beautiful and peaceful and that’s why the ocean in Samoa is
my special place.
By Harthyliah
Room 18

~ My house in India ~
The screaming and scrambling of friends rush through my
ears as I walk in.
They hug me tightly like a teddy bear.
My sweet guava trees gleam and glow as if they're really
excited for me to be there.
I smell roti and curry cooking outside in the sparkling sun.
Jalebi melts in my mouth.
I feel lucky and loved.
I’m proud to say that I am from India, Panjab, Gurdaspur,
Batala, Bahadur Hussain. My house in India is truly My
Special Place!
By Hargunpreet, Room 18

Principal’s Pages
WHAT’S HOT

Student Leadership Programmes …. for our Future Leaders
Paperless Newsletter ….. is coming soon
People being KIND and being UNDERSTANDING

WHAT’S NOT

Parking Wardens / Police needing to assess drivers at local schools
COVID …. is still hanging around
Winter is almost here …. so get your heater ready

Student Leadership at Te Rapa Primary
Future Leaders Programme 2022 Looking2Lead
As part of our Future Leader’s Programme at Te Rapa senior Yr 8 students are appointed to positions of responsibility, and then enjoy a
variety of training days which include workshops and team building sessions with specialist tutors we host here at school. The early Term 1
programme was hindered due to COVID restrictions, but we’ve moved quickly to make up for lost time since then. Both our Student Council
and House Captains & Deputies have recently been involved in these programmes, and we are excited to see lots of growth and maturity in
our senior leaders following on from these programmes. We are very proud of our students, and we are eager to nurture them as they
complete their leadership responsibilities at our school. Many staff also have input into their development as “future leaders” too, and we are
always very, very proud when we see our ex. students go on and gain leadership roles at local high schools too.
Student Leaders at Te Rapa Primary - Preparing our students for the Future
Young Leader’s Day
On Thursday 12th May our Student Council were part of “Young Leader’s Day 2022” at the Claudelands Event Centre. Mrs Nicola Allen R.19
was there too. They all enjoyed the day interacting with student leaders from other schools, and listening to presentations from a selection of
key speakers. They were entertained and coached / mentored on how to be effective as “future leaders”. We begin grooming our students for
leadership as young as Year 4 at Te Rapa, and we invite you to help us by encouraging your child to act and behave like a leader too.
Growing students into Fine Young Men and Fine Young Women at Te Rapa
A new school Term is an ideal time for parents / carers to re-focus your children for their school year, and it is timely too that you use
“Student Leadership” as a key focus. It should be something we are all continually looking at in all children. Leadership is extremely
important in a young person’s personal growth and development especially through Years 5 – 8. We do see it as a 4 year programme at Te
Rapa and we do take great pride in nurturing and mentoring students throughout these years. Staff at Te Rapa Primary School do monitor
how well students grow as leaders and we do take an active interest as they look to ‘step up’. Learning how to lead certainly assists our
students academically, socially and behaviourally. Te Rapa invites every parent / carer to help your son / daughter make a Term 2 and 3 (and
Term 4) commitment to leadership, both at our school and in the wider community too. This would see them “looking to lead” at every
opportunity and “making good choices” as a role model for others. Staff at Te Rapa will also quietly help them grow and develop too, and
working together (home and school) they will aspire to become fine young men and fine young women who are both confident and ready
to take on the many challenges that they will face in their future(s). Let’s all make this a discussion topic at home (and school) so we are
coaching our children to be leaders.
Showing Te Rapa H.E.A.R.T
Younger students who aspire to take on leadership in the future are encouraged to do so in a number of different ways at Te Rapa Primary.
I encourage you to help your child look for chances to lead in their class or at a syndicate level, or perhaps take on leadership in a school
community role eg. Library, Peer Mediators, Tea Duty, Photocopy Monitor, Road Patrol and lots more. Remind them to do it really well and to
the best of their ability whenever they get a chance. Showing people you’re ready and can lead from the front is important, and so is setting a
good example to others and making good choices. Most of all encourage your child to be proud, mature and to be a ‘good citizen’ at all times.
A Student Leader’s Voice What does student leadership look like to me ?

Leadership is someone who is a good influence to others and is willing to serve with a positive attitude. I love attending
Te Rapa Primary School because we have many different responsibilities that anyone can do so everyone can be a leader.
I truly believe that anyone can lead if they have the right mind set and always show Te Rapa HEART values. I wanted to
become a Student Councillor because I wanted to prove to everyone that anyone can be a leader. I also wanted to give
back to this amazing school for looking after me for all these years I’ve been here. I’ve always looked up to the other
Councillors and that made me want to become a Student Councillor …. and here I am. I've accomplished my number one
goal from day one here at Te Rapa. A big thanks to Mr Franklin and others for choosing me to become the wonderful
Student Councillor I am today.
By Harthyliah Ilaoa Yr 8 R.18 – Student Council

From a very young age Te Rapa Primary School has always given students the opportunity to stand up and take on
different forms of leadership. Even simple jobs like being a photocopy monitor or class leader provides opportunities
for us to grow and learn different responsibilities. For me being a leader at Te Rapa means I know that we are always
representing our school and we want people to see and know what H.E.A.R.T means to us. Our H.E.A.R.T is what
makes us as Te Rapa students special, it makes spending 8 years here the best. We make friends, we know the
teachers / staff, they see us grow and change and it gives us pride in our school to have long relationships. I feel
honoured to be a Te Rapa Student Council representative. I worked hard from Year 1 to 7 knowing this was what I
could potentially get in my last year.
By Jada Carter Yr 8 R.20 – Student Council

To me student leadership is helping people when they need help, doing the right thing, working well in a group in
any role and volunteering for anything even if it’s a job I don’t really want to do. Te Rapa Primary School has helped
me to become a student leader in the fact that they gave me responsibilities in my past roles and that they gave me
training and guidance for how to be a Student Councillor. I feel like Te Rapa instils school pride in me by having so
many varied people there and how they help with everyone's learning. I also think that I wouldn’t want to go to a
different school or change anything about my school because it works well and is an amazing team. I like the fact
that Te Rapa is a school that helps people learn in all ways.
By Eva Bogun Yr 8 R.17 – Student Council
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The 3 x Pronged Approach
Doing it together
(1) School + (2) Student + (3) Home = Good Progress
Please remember that our school cannot do it alone. We are just 1 x part in the “learning” process, and the student themselves along with you
(parents) are parts #2 and #3. We need to get the student themselves switched on to learning and fully engaged, along with an effective home
-school partnership working well. If all 3 x are moving forward together we are able to make progress, and if we can all do it exceptionally well
together then progress advances more rapidly. Please remember an individual student’s attitude / engagement determines their level of
learning, so providing they focus and give their best to “soak up” the learning offered / taught at school, and this is actively supported and
endorsed at home … then they will progress. This is our professional aim for every individual student who attends Te Rapa Primary School.
Being Kind and Being Understanding
It’s been a really challenging start to Term 2, similar to our start to Term 1 and COVID isn’t going away. Please continue to be KIND and
UNDERSTANDING with each other, and show greater tolerance with family, friends, work mates and those who are working hard to make our
lives a little better eg. health professionals, those in the retail sector and those people who work at your child’s school. Often we are quick to
criticise, but not quite as quick to “applaud”. Let’s try to be more positive this Term, so take some time to acknowledge others in a “kind” way.
Winter Focus - Getting “Te Rapa Primary School” Children Focused for Learning
Sleep Routines - Many school-age children do not get enough sleep and this can take a serious toll on how well their brains work during the
day. Ensure they get to bed early and establish good bedtime routines over the winter months. Things can go haywire over the colder darker
months so it’s important that they are up fresh and bright eyed and ready to learn when they arrive at school each morning.
Lunches – Talk with your child to find out what they like and then organise and pack a nutritious lunch that will have them raring to go each
morning. Include a bottle of drink to ensure their lunch remains cool, consider fruit or vege snacks too. Note - If they like it, they will eat it.
Over Dressed – Ensure children come to school dressed for the season and the weather conditions for the day. Students do not learn well
when they are too cold or too hot. Dressing warmly is crucial on cold mornings, but so is removing sweatshirts, hoodies etc in a warm
classroom. This ensures students are comfortable, can enthusiastically engage fully in all activities and can achieve their potential.
Tools of the Trade – Please ensure children come to school prepared. They need their stationery items at school every day so they are
ready to begin their schoolwork on time and can progress with their classmates. They also need a change of clothes for winter games on
the fields (Terms 2 & 3) and they need to plan ahead for scheduled activities at a class / syndicate level or for any extra curricula activities
we provide.
Special Programmes Learning Support (Remedial)
These Term 2 programmes are well underway at all levels throughout our school. Selected students who need it most are being given extra
tuition / assistance. Students are selected after initial assessments had been completed by teachers, and ongoing teacher judgement
determines the course these programmes take, and how many students can be included at any one time. Programmes are planned and
implemented by both teaching staff and support staff during the school year. Children involved in these programmes will bring home a note
informing parents of their involvement, and coupled with home support we are eager to help each child make the necessary improvements.
G.A.T.E (Extension)
Gifted & Talented programmes have also commenced at our school this Term and those students who will benefit most from extra challenges
are considered for inclusion, providing they can manage normal in-class work along with any other extra demands. Students are selected
after initial assessments had been completed by teachers, and programmes are planned and implemented by both teaching staff, support
staff and from time to time additional tutors who are recruited from outside the school during the year. Children involved in these programmes
will bring home a note informing parents of their involvement.
Bully-Free NZ Week : Schoolwide Initiative
Staff and students at Te Rapa Primary School continue to look at a variety of different ways of identifying the early stages of bullying, and
how to prevent anti-social behaviours like this taking place in our school. Teaching and support staff at different levels throughout the school
are having class discussions on this topic because it is Bully-Free NZ Week. It is our schools desire to eliminate bullying of any kind, and
although that goal is a huge challenge in a large institution of over 500 children and 50 staff we are prepared to try. As Principal I’m very
aware that students benefit from all anti-bullying teaching sessions, and we’re eager to see the benefits continue at all year levels from Year 1
to 8.

Ballot for Out-of-Zone Pupils Terms 3 & 4 Intake
We are only able to offer a small number of places in Terms 3 or 4 to students “residing out of zone and turning 5 yrs old during the second
half of year”. There is likely to be 16 places for children starting school for the first time and who will be turning 5 years old
between 1st July and 20th December 2022. There may be places at other levels, but the actual number of out of zone places will be
determined by the number of in-zone enrolments we receive. Please make contact with the school for all in-zone pre-enrolments too, and also
speak to office staff on (07) 8492232 or email admin@terapa.school.co.nz for more information / enrolment packs or to get the appropriate
out-of-zone application forms. Please let interested parents know that applications for a 2022 “out of zone” place for either Term 3 or 4 must
be received by the school before 3.15pm Thursday 23rd June 2022.
Te Rapa Primary School PTA PLEASE …. Will you become a “friend of our school” ?
Our PTA are still looking for Te Rapa parents / carers to join them, and to show your support of your child’s school. I would urge you to come
along to their next meeting to find out a little more about our PTA. They next meet on Wednesday 1st June at 7.30pm in the staff lounge.
Please come along, and perhaps ‘buddy up” with another parent and come along together ….. because the PTA are short staffed.
Te Rapa Primary School T-Shirts
Has your child got one yet ? …… only $37 each.
The “representative” school t-shirts are available for sale through the school’s office. Perhaps consider getting one for your child.
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Message from the Dental Team
The Waikato District Health Board’s “Model of Care” in relation to Oral Health for children requires families to attend the Crawshaw Dental
Clinic. Mobile Dental Vans no longer visit schools to treat children as they have in the past. There may be times in the future when a mobile
clinic does visit just to screen individual children to assess their needs, but all ongoing dental care is completed at the Crawshaw Dental
Clinic. Should you have a pre-schooler, or a child needing dental assistance, please contact the Crawshaw Dental Clinic to make an
appointment. They are open 8.30am to 4pm and their contact no. is 0800-825583 or 07-8497308.
Please Note …..
School Driveway
Our school driveway is for “dropping off” and “picking up” students so for Health & Safety reasons drivers are expected to follow the school’s
expectations as per the signs once you pull into our school’s driveway. Please also keep well away from the coned off areas on days we are
expecting large buses or a number of camp support vehicles departing or returning. These buses and support vehicles need to pick-up or
off-load children and gear, and this does take time. Drivers picking-up their children at 3pm on these afternoons will need to find appropriate
parking out on the street please, and remember that the normal NZ “Road Rules” apply when parking on surrounding roads / streets.
WARNING - DO NOT park illegally, because Police are following-up.
Parents of Te Rapa children are reminded to park correctly on the road, thus avoiding your vehicle being photographed and then reported to
Police. This includes Ashurst Ave, Minnie Place, Moreland Ave and Ronald Court. Police are regularly monitoring the streets around our
school and are acting on information shared with them by members of the community. They have reminded us that drivers who are adhering
to the road rules always avoid prosecution / fines etc.
Alternative Options – Pick Up Points After School for Te Rapa Children
Have you thought about having your child(ren) walk to your car each afternoon to an agreed “pick-up” point. Suggestions we’ve shared with
parents / carers in the past include Ronald Court (over the Ashurst crossing, then through the walkway off Ashurst Ave). Other options
include the Te Rapa Sportsdrome car park across the back field at the rear of the school, where drivers have the opportunity to park the car
and actually watch your child walk across the “back” field. Other options include further along Ashurst Ave. Please consider trialing these
alternatives to make things easier for you, and to help reduce congestion in the school driveway.
Test Drive - We once did a test between two parent drivers to see who could collect their child from school and get to Flagstaff shops first.
Parent #1 had their child meet them at the flagpole before battling traffic to travel along Pukete Rd (past Pukete school) and over the bridge.
Parent #2 had their child walk across Ashurst Pk field to the Sportsdrome car park and then travelled left on Church Rd, past the Base and
over the bridge that way.
NOTE : Parent #2 arrived at Flagstaff shops much quicker than Parent #1.
Road Patrol Crossing
Thank you for your tolerance and understanding over the past few months (and more) as we look to have our trained students and staff out
on road patrol. Our aim has always been to “provide a safe supervised / patrolled crossing” for a set period of time before and after school.
With lots of students and staff away we have occasionally found it challenging to have personnel out there on time. Our afternoon student
road patrol team and duty teacher plan to be out there promptly at 3pm, however when we are short staffed we can have problems. This year
has been particularly difficult with increased COVID absences of students and staff, and with a dwindling supply of relief teachers to call on
when someone is not able to be at work it has been challenging. In the past this has rarely been an issue because our relief teacher team
who cover these duties are regulars on staff so they know the routine(s), and all staff plan to dismiss their class promptly at the 3pm bell, grab
what they need and then move swiftly to the front of the school so they are ahead of the crowd. Going forward please be understanding and
kind to all students and staff out on road patrol duty, and even more so if they are new to our school and the role, and they are running a little
late.
Cycle Contracts are available from the office
Signed contracts are compulsory for children cycling to our school.
They must have this completed before they start riding to school.

REMINDER - Security of Bikes & Scooters ….. at School
Students with bikes / scooters must secure them to the racks provided.
Locking the scooter or bike to the racks is your child’s responsibility.

Relief Teacher Shortage
Do you know any teachers who might be available for ‘relieving’ work at Te Rapa Primary ?
We are under pressure to find relief teachers to cover for our teaching staff when they are sick or they are involved in training programmes.
We need registered teachers who are available to work on specific days each week, or perhaps any day in the week. We are asking our
community to actively help us by approaching friends, family or work colleagues who may know teachers who might be interested in joining
our Te Rapa Primary “relief teacher database”. Email : Assistant Principal #2 – Abby Ritete at aritete@terapa.school.nz for more info.

Gymnastic Academy : MPRoom before school on Monday mornings. Contact Marie (021)1705426 or marie@gymnasticacademy.co.nz
Newsletter Changes PendingPaperless Newsletter
Reminder – We are moving to a completely 100% “paperless” newsletter later this Term. Our last “paper” newsletter will be published on
Thursday June 2nd and our first paperless school newsletter will commence on Thursday 16 th June. From this date all fortnightly school
newsletters will be shared with school families electronically only. If you have not shared your email address with your child’s class teacher
then please move quickly to do so via. slawrence@terapa.school.nz or move promptly to sign up for our school’s APP.
Long Weekends – Term 2 School Closed
School Closed

Monday 6th June
Friday 24th June

: Queens Birthday Weekend Week 6 Term 2
: Matariki Celebration Week 8 Term 2

Thank you for your continued support of Te Rapa Primary Waikato’s Top School 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019.

V W Franklin (Principal) and Staff

…… a full primary school where “everyone knows your child’s name”

Fundraising Lunches
TERM 2
Wednesday Fundraising Lunches
Once again we are lucky to have the support of St Pierre’s Sushi and Hell Pizza.
All money raised goes directly to reducing the cost of the
Year 7 & 8 Syndicate Camp to Motutapu Island.
Hell Pizza

St Pierre’s Sushi
Wednesday 25 May

Wednesday 1 June

Wednesday 8 June

Wednesday 15 June

Wednesday 22 June

Wednesday 29 June

Wednesday 6 July

Order forms will come home every Tuesday and need to be taken to the MPR
kitchen between 8.15- 9am on Wednesday morning.
Thank you for your support!

Yr 7/8 Immunisations
Thank you to our Public health Nurses who have visited Te Rapa over the last few weeks providing immunisations for our Year 7 & 8 students.
Our Year 7 students had the option to receive the Boostrix immunisation which boosts protection against tetanus, diphtheria and whooping cough.
Our Year 8 students had the option to receive the HPV (Human Papillomavirus Vaccine) which helps prevent
cancers caused by HPV infection.
These vaccines are the only ones currently offered in schools and consent/information packs are shared with
parents/caregivers at the beginning of each school year.

National Young Leaders Day 2022
The Student Councillors attended the National Young Leaders Day at Claudelands last week. The
theme for the day was ‘Resilience’. All the guest speakers have shown resilience after facing challenges, setbacks or tough times. The speakers inspired the students to be ready to take on challenges and
continue to develop as leaders of the future.
The speakers this year included: William Pike who lost a leg after being trapped in a volcanic eruption.
Georgia Lines a singer/songwriter who chatted about her story and then performed at the end of the
day. Georgia Latu a successful business owner at the age of 15. Brooke Neal a Black Stick olympian
who described herself as a baby giraffe who grew into a Black Stick. Zane Kapeli a Tongan and Waikato
rugby player whose career has been affected by injuries.
Some of the key messages that came from the day were:

•

Step outside your comfort zone

•

What if?

•

Remember your why!

•

Keep going when times are tough

Thank you to Mr Hunia for organising all the logistics of the day, the parents who helped with transport
and Mrs Allen for attending the day with the students.

Sports News - Hockey

Hockey Team of the Week
Te Rapa Tacklers
The Te Rapa Tacklers are a Yr 3 & 4 team who have a mix of first time players and
experienced players. They have had a great start to the season having a win and a loss so
far. They show excellent teamwork and support each other when out on the turf on a Saturday
morning.

Sports News - Netball
Te Rapa 2 versus Puketaha 3
Player of the Day: Aletta Lin (Great balance when landing in defence)
Fairplay: Vida Louden (Showing resilience in her first game)
Te Rapa Tigers 3 versus Ham East Vixens 11

Halberg Foundation Games
Friday 8 April 2022
I Participated in the Hallberg games.
I really loved playing rugby. It was very easy for me.
I played archery. I used a bow and arrow. It wasn't easy to get a bulls eye but it was a lot
of fun trying. I didn't get my arrow in the yellow and in the red.
I also got to try boxing. It was really hard and tiring.
Basketball was great cause we were all in wheelchairs and I got to try the special
basketball wheelchair. It turns very easily and goes very smoothly and doesn’t tip over.
It goes so fast. More games we played were bacha, table tennis and naughts and crosses.
We play naughts and crosses by throwing bean bag balls into hula hoops.
I really enjoyed going out for the day to the Halberg Games and it was lots of fun and
very tiring.

by Hyphen - Bennett-Laurie, Rm 16

Community
Notices
Community Notices
KIDS SPEAK OUT!
No Confidence – School speeches – Bullies - a NIGHTMARE?
After School Classes: Kids find their voice and gain real-life skills.
LEADERSHIP: School Holidays 1-4 days with Certificate - Age 10+
RING: Roz 027 248 2888

www.speak4success.co.nz

 Custom Jewellery Design
 Watch Batteries
 Diamond Dealers
 Unique Range of Rings for all occasions
 In-Store Insurance Work & Valuations

FREE Ring Cleaning & Checking In-store





Goldsmith on the Premise
Remodelling & Repairs
Rhodium Plating on Site
Duty Free Service

Casabella Lane, 307 Barton Street, Hamilton 3204
Phone: 07- 8390039
Email: midas.jewellers@xtra.co.nz

Website: www.midasdiamondjewellers.co.nz

