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Newsletter #12 Thursday 23rd July 2020  School Student Roll : 550 
Currently Operating Under Alert Level 1 Procedures…….  

WHAT’S HOT      WHAT’S NOT 
A positive start to what will be a busy Term 3  COVID-19 
Mrs Brinsden returns after 12 months Maternity Leave International Students : Visits to Te Rapa CANCELLED (COVID-19) 
Good Kids …. Doing “Good” Things at Te Rapa  Ear “Rings” at School – They are a hazard for all Children.  

Welcome Back  – for Term 3  
We welcome back our established students and staff, and their families and we also extend a very warm welcome to our new students, staff 
and families who have joined us beginning Term 3 2020.  
Students – Not Returning Please contact us on 8492232 or admin@terapa.school.nz if you know of a student not returning for Terms 3 or 4. 
 

Long Term Plan – Term 3  Committed – TO KEEPING OUR SCHOOL FAMILIES WELL INFORMED  

This went home with students yesterday for the front of your fridge door. We pride ourselves in the level of communication we have with parents / 
carers, and this plan outlines key events for you which are scheduled for Term 3. It is part of our school’s commitment to keeping our school           
families well informed. It also appears on our school APP and website.     Have you put our school APP on your mobile phone yet ?   

Key Dates 2020 Term 3    Tues. 21st July to Fri. 25th Sept.   
         Term 4    Mon. 12th Oct. to Fri. 18th Dec.  Labour Day - Oct. 26th Mon.   

Welcome Back : Mrs Paula Brinsden 
Our Assistant Principal #2 (Head of Senior School) Mrs Paula Brinsden has returned to her position on staff after 12 months maternity leave. 
 
Leaving Staff - Farewell Support Staff   
At the end of last Term we said goodbye to Mrs Iona Judge who was part of our Support Staff team. She had only been with us a short time, but 
we were certainly grateful for her efforts to assist students with their learning and for supporting class teachers.  
 
CONFERENCES : Mid-Year “Student Achievement” Focus …… Leading into Terms 3 & 4 
Thanks to the many parents and carers who ‘booked a time’ and attended a Conference with your child(ren)’s teacher in the last week of Term 2. 
Te Rapa Primary applauds, and thanks, you for getting actively involved in your child’s education. Mid-Year Conferences aim to (1) involve       
parents / carers more in the second half of the school year, and also (2) re-connect with our parents / carers after the COVID-19 lockdown period. 
We hope to work together with you to help children / students progress to their potential. Our school wants every student at Te Rapa to “build on” 
and then “maintain” their focus throughout Terms 3 & 4, and this lift will come with ongoing parent / carer input.  

Being Positive 
There are many good things going on in your son’s / daughter’s life, and we need to constantly remind them of this. Avoiding negatives and / or 
anything that is not so good is the key. Focus on the positives, and remember we are the role models in their lives, so we must be there to        
support and assist them. You are the guide at home too who helps them take on more responsibility, and this approach, along with us here at 
school will successfully help shape our young people.  

Good Attitude & Behaviour ….. must come first at Te Rapa Primary School  Growing ‘Good’ Citizens 
Attitude and behaviour must come before good learning can take place. We need our students to take responsibility for their own actions in all 
settings, even when we (parents / carers and teachers) are not watching. If your son / daughter is being a ‘good person’ they will know their 
boundaries and they will learn to make you / us proud. Some children can however prove to be difficult at home and / or at school sometimes. 
Your role is really important in helping them learn to “make good choices” frequently and also take advantage of the opportunities available to 
them. Learning to be a good citizen in the school setting and in their wider community (and in their family too) is our schools aim for your         
child(ren). Many more doors will open for them if they are being a good citizen, and they will then enjoy a much wider selection of choice in their  
lives. I am sure you agree that we all want our children to have lots and lots of choice(s) in their future, so let’s work together now to help them 
‘work at’ the really important things … which are adopting “good” attitudes and presenting “good” behaviours. 
 
The 3 x Pronged Approach  Doing it together in Terms 3 & 4 (1) School + (2) Student + (3) Home = Good Progress 
Please remember that our school cannot do it alone. We are just 1 x part in the “learning” process, and the student themselves along with you 
(parents / carers) are parts #2 and #3. We need to get the student themselves switched on to learning and fully engaged, and couple this with an 
effective home-school partnership so things are collectively working well. If all 3 x are moving forward together we are able to make progress, and 
if we can all do it exceptionally well together then progress (learning and behaviour) advances even more rapidly.  
 
Sick Students – Should not be at School  
Te Rapa Primary is a large institution with approx. 550 students and 50+ staff and we ask that parents keep your son / daughter at home if 
they are not well this Term. If your child is away sick please contact the school office on 8492232 after 8am and before 9.15am on the day.  

mailto:admin@terapa.school.nz
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SPECIAL PROGRAMMES 2020 
Te Rapa Primary School’s teaching and support staff pride ourselves in providing a quality education for all students at all levels. We are currently 
able to offer special programmes which provide learning opportunities for those students who we believe would benefit most. These special          
programmes are planned and organised by teachers, and will run alongside a student’s regular classroom programme. Children of similar ability 
and interests are selected to participate in these at a time during the school day that does not interfere greatly with other important learning.     
Students participating in these programmes will do so for a defined period of time and will benefit in a variety of different ways. To gain maximum 
benefit students will be expected to adopt a focussed approach. They will also be taught a range of strategies to help them continue to improve 
and progress as learners. Parental support will certainly help your child achieve to their potential. 

Student Voice  Student Leadership – What does it look like at Te Rapa Primary School ? 
Student leadership is supporting others and showing them the right path. Te Rapa Primary actively fosters and grooms 
us to become future leaders by offering us many different opportunities like School Librarian, Road Patrol, House          
Leader or Deputy, Student Councillor and many others. I feel Te Rapa instils school pride and spirit by always keeping 
us on our best behaviour and helping us strive for our best. My school is a good school because the teachers / staff are 
always willing to help us in any way that we need, and everyone is constantly striving to be the best person they can       
be. I enjoy attending Te Rapa because I feel I'm getting the best education and having awesome camps and exciting 
things to look forward to.      By Drew Yr 8 R.21 Student Council 
 

To me leadership at Te Rapa Primary School means building up your peers and not tearing them down, and 
especially if they may be slightly less skilled. Being a good person is important as a leader and giving people 
those extra boosts so that they know they can do it. Student Leadership at Te Rapa is also about taking 
charge when needed, so that things get done and things are not out of control. At Te Rapa we are               
encouraged by the staff, and this allows young people to focus and also achieve what they need to achieve 
and to the best of our ability.    By Ashton Yr 8 R.19 Student Council 
 

To me student leadership is being kind to everyone. This includes being a role model for everyone too, and 
especially our younger students in the Junior School. Te Rapa actively encourages us to become future  
leaders by offering us many different opportunities through Te Rapa HEART and we are expected to follow 
the HEART values of Honesty, Excellence, Aroha (Caring), Respect and Teamwork in everything we do       
both in and outside of our school.   By Bella Yr 8 R.20 Student Council 

Dressing Warmly – Please ensure your children come to school dressed warmly this Term, but with shorts for sports in their bags. 
 
No “Ring” Ear Rings – Please ensure your child has only a “stud” in their ear at school if they have had their ears pierced. We have an active  
PE / Sports programme, and we do not want to see a student’s ear damaged if something was to get caught in the ring. Ear studs only please. 
 
DRAFT Policy Handbook  Consultation Period  : Week 1 and Week 2 of Term 3 Mon. 20th July to Fri. 31st July  
Our Policy Handbook is currently being reviewed. The DRAFT is on display in the school administration foyer from Monday 20 th July (start of        
Term 3) for the parent community to view as part of the consultation process. The document will be on display through to Friday 31st July 2020.  
Any feedback received through Week 1 and Week 2 of Term 3 will be carefully considered by the Board of Trustees (BOT). This Draft document 
belongs to our school, and it must not be removed from our school, but please feel free to read it through. We will provide 2 x reading places for 
parents / carers (1) Admin Foyer seating area or (2) in our Staff Lounge. Please NOTE that the Staff Lounge is only available 9am – 10.30am, 
11.30am to 12.30 and then 2pm – 3pm. Please do not write in the Draft document itself. Record any feedback you have on the “feedback sheet” 
made available to you by Office personnel, and then pass this sheet back to Office personnel when you have finished. Feedback received will  
identify starting points for further discussion, but will not necessarily formulate a policy change at our school.  
 
Principal’s Incentive Awards : Has your son / daughter made contact with their sponsor to say “thank you” ? 
Reminder - The lucky draw recipients from full school assembly on the last Friday of last Term must contact their sponsor(s) to say ‘thank you’. 
Parents are asked to please ensure your child does this if they won a gift. The “thank you” is crucial to keeping this sponsorship going. 
 
International Students Visiting Te Rapa Primary School 2020 : CANCELLED No Funding to Help Camp  
Te Rapa Primary School will not be hosting any groups of International Students in 2020 due to COVID-19. This is unfortunate because the funds 
generated from these visits are used to help reduce each child’s “camp” $$ contribution. This was a saving for our Te Rapa families. With these 
visits now cancelled we do not have these funds to help subsidise the Senior Camp to Motutapu Island. This is disappointing. 
 
Drivers Let’s “park our cars smarter” this Term, and Remember : Parking Wardens and / or Police are visiting Te Rapa this Term too. 

NO DOGS : REMINDER : Dogs are not permitted on our school grounds. Please leave them at home, at the gate or in the car.  

Thank you for your continued support of Te Rapa Primary Waikato Top School 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 

…… a full primary school where “everyone knows your child’s name” 
 

V W Franklin (Principal) and Staff 



Mathethon is coming to Te Rapa Primary soon! 

What is Mathethon? 

Mathethons are Maths awareness and fundraising events which aim to improve                                          

Mathematical learning  while raising  funds for the school at the same time. 

Why are we having a Mathethon? 

This Te Rapa Primary PTA fundraiser will use all money raised to buy exciting new Digital 

Technologies Curriculum resources. 

Our Te Rapa Primary Mathethon is focusing on counting and basic facts, addition and  mul-

tiplication and will have a range of appropriate challenge levels across Years 1-8. 

Students will be aiming to improve both their speed and accuracy. 

They will have time to practise at school but will also be able to practise at home. 

On the challenge day, students will have 2 minutes to answer as many basic facts as they 

can. 

At junior levels of the school this will be about age appropriate counting activities. 

There is learning for everyone! 

More information will come home shortly so be on the lookout… and be part of the fun! 

Technology Curriculum Team  

 

    

Mathethon 2020 



Whole School 

Te Rapa HEART: Teachers are continuing to discuss and teach the Te Rapa HEART values as we get back 

into school life. They are re teaching the expectations as we look to embed these values in our children so 

they are lifelong values they take with them. Teachers are discussing with children the importance of not just 

talking the talk but actually walking the walk!  

Sports Photos: Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th August 

Full School Assembly: Friday 21st August 

Full School X-Country: Friday 21st August, Postponement Date: Friday 28th August 

Kids for Kids Concert: Thursday 10th September 

Rototuna Senior Kapahaka Performance: Friday 18th September 

Hockey Prizegiving: Thursday 24th September 

Full School Assembly: Friday 25th September  

Year 1 & 2 Syndicate 

Room 2 begins the term with 8 new students and Room 3 will begin in week 6  
During Term 3 the Junior Team will be focusing their learning around dinosaurs and fossils. This focus will integrate key 

learning areas of the curriculum such as literacy, maths, science and art. During week 6 they will visit the Waikato    

Museum and get to see some life size models of dinosaurs and have the opportunity to ask questions, to extend and 

consolidate their learning. During the visit the students will also get the chance to visit Exscite where they have the  

opportunity to explore hands-on activities that include simple machines, bridge building and sustainability.   
Room 6 will be exploring the human body, healthy eating and getting the chance to use the new anatomical human 

body resource. 
Literacy: Guided reading and writing continues this term as well as shared reading and writing.  
Maths: The Junior Syndicate continues to use Pr1me and ‘Becoming Pr1me Ready’ as their main resource. 
ICT: The Junior Syndicate continues to work on developing their Digital Fluency Skills as well as Seesaw. Abbie Gibson 

continues to support the team with their use of Google Docs. 
P.E: Cross Country training will be the focus for PE sessions for the first half of this term. The Syndicate will join together to 

run some fitness rotations to support training as well as practise running the course. Following the Cross country event in 

week 5, the team will then move to developing large ball skills for the remainder of the term. 
Up and Coming Events 

Dinosaur rEvolution and Exscite Museum Trip: Wednesday 26th August  

Year 3 & 4 Syndicate 

Literacy: Weeks 1-5 the focus will be on poetry for reading, writing and oral language. The children will all be selecting 

a poem to recite to their class in Week 4 and then there will be Syndicate finals in Week 5. Year groups and boys and 

girls compete separately. When writing poetry the children will be learning to add interest to writing by using lan-

guage features such as a simile, alliteration, onomatopoeia as well as developing their knowledge of verbs, nouns, 

adjectives and adverbs.  
Mathematics: They will continue to use PR1ME as the main resource for their programmes.  

This Friday there will be a Mathletics assembly celebrating silver and gold certificates earned as well as top Mathletes 

in each class and the overall winning class from Term 2. This is always held in the first week of the next term to give the 

students until the Sunday after the term finishes to complete the Mathletics week! 
ICT: The team will continue to use Seesaw as a platform for sharing their learning as well as creativity. 
Inquiry: The Syndicate will have three ‘The Arts’ Inquiry days in Week 6 exploring the following through Drama, Visual 

Art and Music. 
Context: Let me share a story… 
Big Idea: The Arts are alternative ways to be creative (as opposed to written texts) 
Deeper Understandings: 

The Arts communicate a message 

There are different techniques through The Arts to share a story 

Underlying Concept: People can express a message through creativity 
P.E: Weeks 1 and 2 the team will complete their Winter Sports rotation from Term 2 as sessions were postponed due to 

the wet weather. Training for our annual Cross Country will then be the focus until the end of Week 5. In Week 6-10 

each class will be preparing a Jump Jam dance for the Syndicate finals in Week 10.  
Up and Coming Events 

Poetry Finals: Wednesday 19th August 

Northwest Interschool Cross Country: Tuesday 1st September, PP Thursday 3rd September 

Tough Guy/Gal: Friday 11th September 

Jump Jam Finals: Wednesday 23rd September 

Out and About Te Rapa Primary School 

Term 3, 2020 



Year 5 & 6 Syndicate 

The Team welcomes Mrs Ritete back to Room 15 - she is looking forward to getting to know her students and working with 

them for the remainder of the year. 
Literacy: Their writing this term will be Speeches and Persuasive Writing, consolidating basic writing skills to improve writing. In 

Reading the team will focus on Guided Silent Reading, Inference and questioning about the text. 
Word Work and Spelling: Word work will once again be a focus for the team, throughout Stage 3 students beginning to look at 

long vowel patterns and digraphs and the rules that come with these to help their spelling. Essential Spelling Lists are also a 

focus, encouraging children to master words that are often spelt wrong from these lists (up to List 6). 
Maths: Year 5 & 6 students continue to develop Mathematical concepts and understanding with a focus on Problem Solving 

and Knowledge Development through the PR1ME Mathematics Programme. 
Inquiry: This term their team will be taking a closer look at The General Election. Some focus areas will be: 

We belong to a society      The society looks after everybody’s welfare 

We all have a part in choosing how this happens  How do you vote? 

Why is it important to vote in our general election?       What is parliamentary representation? 

What are the different areas of government about which we vote? 

How are the opinions of voters selected?   How do we know what you are voting for? 

P.E.: Week 1-5 their team will be training for the annual Cross Country. Following this they will continue their Sports Rotation 

from Term 2 with Jump Jam included for fitness when the weather is poor. 
Health: This term they will be looking at Sexuality Education. Their students will be separated into Year 5 and Year 6 and teach-

ers will work through the Discovering Me - The Sexuality Road resource.  
Rotation: The team will continue their Rotation which includes Music, the new Digital Technologies Curriculum - looking at   

different ways to code, Dance and Drama combined, Science and Technology. Each class has three sessions with the teach-

er teaching these topics. They are up to the 3rd rotation for this to start Term 3.  
Up and Coming Events 

Hamilton West Sports Exchange: Wednesday 5th August 

ICAS Science: Wednesday 19th August   ICAS Technologies: Monday 24th August 

ICAS English: Wednesday 26th August   ICAS Spelling: Monday 31st August 

Northwest Interschool Cross Country: Tuesday 1st September, PP Thursday 3rd September 

ICAS Mathematics: Wednesday 2nd September 

Tough Guy/Gal: Friday 11th September 

Year 6 Speech Finals: Tuesday 15th September 

Year 5 Speech Finals: Wednesday 16th September 

Year 7 & 8 Syndicate 

Term 3 is shaping up to be an extremely  busy term for the Year 7 & 8 Syndicate. There are a number of WFPS events, winter 

sports competitions, cross country, ICAS exams, Wai Maths, leadership courses and camp preparation. They will also run a 

Sports Competition Week to replace Sports Camp this year. 
Camp Update 

They received a huge number of parent interest forms. The student health form and permission to attend will be due back at 

the end of Week 2 - confirming numbers will enable us to decide whether the camp will be a viable financial option this year. 
Teaching and Learning Classroom Focus: 
Mathematics: Streamed ‘Connecting the Strand ‘classes continue to focus on Measurement and Geometry. ‘Pr1me Maths’ 

continues to focus on Fractions/Decimals and Measurement/Statistics. 
They also have two teams training for the Waikato Waimath competition coming up on August the 12th during Maths Week.  
Writing: Speeches will be a focus for the first few weeks preparing for their Syndicate Speech competition in Week 4 with the 

syndicate final being held in Week 5. Classes will also continue to work on specific writing and recrafting skills. They will finish 

the term writing short stories. They will continue to develop knowledge of spelling patterns, word origins, sentence structures 

and new vocabulary.  
Reading - Guided Reading: Poetry: Visualising images, clarifying words and phrases and presenting will be a focus for the  

beginning of the term. They will then look at short stories and use these as a model and motivation for their own writing.  
Inquiry: They will have an art focus: CAN ART PERSUADE? is our overarching idea. Students will  investigate; How art can affect 

opinions and ideas and How art can do this? 
Physical Education and Health: For health they will begin, ‘The Sexuality Road’, this will run throughout the term. As a team 

they have made some modification to the programme based on the needs of the students in the syndicate. Their PE focus for 

Term 3 will be Fitness and GAMES - Encouraging teamwork and leadership with a focus on Cross Country in Week 5. 
ICT: A range of activities to develop skills using Google Docs, Slides, Sheets and Forms within their classroom programmes. All 

classes are using technology as a tool to assist their learning on a daily basis. They will also continue to use their eportfolios to 

share their learning. 
Up and Coming Events 

Hamilton West Sports Exchange: Wednesday 5th August 

Waimaths: Wednesday 12th August 

Year 7/8 Speech Finals: Monday 17th August 

ICAS Science: Wednesday 19th August  ICAS Technologies: Monday 24th August 

Looking to Lead: Tuesday 25th August 

ICAS English: Wednesday 26th August  ICAS Spelling: Monday 31st August 

Sports Comp. Week: Monday 31st August - Friday 4th September 

ICAS Mathematics: Wednesday 2nd September 

National Young Leaders Day: Tuesday 8th September 

Tough Guy/Gal: Friday 11th September 

WFPS Cross Country: Wednesday 16th September 

Trudie Curtis 

B.O.T Staff Representative 





FREE Ring Cleaning & Checking In-store 

 Goldsmith on the Premise  

 Remodelling & Repairs     

 Rhodium Plating on Site  

 Duty Free Service Casabella Lane,  307 Barton Street, Hamilton 3204                                                                            

                   Phone: 07- 8390039                                                                   

          Email: midas.jewellers@xtra.co.nz    

 

 In-Store Insurance Work & Valuations 

 Custom Jewellery Design 

 Diamond Dealers             

 Unique Range of Rings for all occasions 

  Watch Batteries     

Community Notices 
TE KOWHAI TAEKWONDO.  Adults and kids (7 years +).  Training Tuesday and Thursdays 6:20 to 8pm, Te 
Kowhai Community Hall, Horotiu Road.  $25/month, family discount available.  
All welcome.  Find us on Facebook @TKDtekowhai or phone 021-444-080 with questions. 

Yoga for Children 8-12 yrs  -  Great for strength, flexibility, awareness of breath and body, 
anxiety, trouble sleeping. $60 for a 10 week term. Tuesdays 3:30-4pm. Please phone 
Kerry (In Harmony Yoga) on 0211541474. 

Glow Stars is a 45-minute, dance class for 8-12 year olds held each Wednesday at 

3:30pm. The class is based in our dance studio in Pukete at 9 Karewa Place and runs 

weekly during term time (10 week block - Term cost is $150 for the 10 sessions)  The class 

focuses on: 

 building confidence 

 establishing a joy of movement and dance 

 picking up dance coreography 

 understanding dance technique (ballet and jazz) 

 learning basic creative skills to build own choreography  

 tips on how to capture/maintain an audiences attention 

 knowledge of how to safely warm up/cool down and condition the body 
...all in a fun, interactive session taught by a passionate professional dancer and qualified dance teacher. We also build up over 
the term for a parents showcase at the end of each term which the kids adore and grow so much from.   Children are welcome 
to come along, and bring a friend also if they would like, this coming Wednesday 22nd July at 3:30pm for our first class of the 
term for a first class trial. This can help to establish whether they would like to continue with us for the term - please spread the 
word! 

Saturday music classes  -  Enrolments are open for Term Three 2020 at the Waikato Communi-
ty School of Music (formerly Hamilton Community Centre of Music). The first session is 
on Saturday 1

st
 August. The school caters for all  ages (3 to retired) and ability levels. We offer 

both group-format and one-to-one tuition. Group-format term fees range from $39 to $105 (8 les-
sons in Term 3) depending on age and instrument. The enrolment fee for any instrument class 
includes unlimited participation in our ensembles. One-to-one classes assist students to prepare 
for exams and earn NCEA credits. A music appreciation/readiness programme (Music Makers) is 
available from age 3. Young Voices children’s choir caters for those ages 9+. Classes are held on 
the University of Waikato campus in Hillcrest. Contact us via our website  Waikato Community 
School of Music or on 07 838 4611. 

mailto:midas.jewellers@xtra.co.nz
http://wcsm.ac.nz/
http://wcsm.ac.nz/


 

 

 

-TRAILER PARTS 

- REGALVS 

QUALITY BOAT TRAILERS                  

Locally made at                                        

43 Old Ruffell Road, Te Rapa            

07 849 3158 

Waikato Ear Health                                   
Now at Northcare Medical Centre, Pukete               

Wednesdays                                                                                 

No referral required  

Professional ear care by experienced NZ registered nurse    

Ear Micro-examination and micro-suction (performed under 

direct vision using a microscope).   For removal of wax, skin, 

debris and foreign objects.  Adults $48 Children (over 4yrs 

old) $38.  Ph 0800777327 for appt 

 


